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Dear readers,

The world is becoming ever more interconnected and progressively digitalising. It is safe to say 

that the pandemic has only accelerated this digital migration, increasing the range of products 

and services available online.

From vendors selling their products via social media to the increased prevalence of electronic 

documentation anchoring international trade transactions, the industry is constantly evolving 

in many ways. Individuals and organisations are also changing dramatically the way they 

share and consume information. Automation, real-time data, and interactivity play a key role in 

improving security, transparency, and access to information.

Within this spirit, GLOBEFISH is proud to have recently launched the GLOBEFISH European 
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week from both online sources and GLOBEFISH price correspondents. The GLOBEFISH 

Dashboard provides a dynamic tool in facing the challenges of monitoring real-time data and 

making information accessible to end-users. The interface allows users to browse prices and 
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grouping, product presentation, or treatment, among other elements. You are all encouraged 
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the “prices tab” or using the QR code below.

Never forget to periodically check our website GLOBEFISH for updates on global trade in 
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Happy reading,

Audun

Register to receive FAO GLOBEFISH news
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Recovery optimism tempered by persisting COVID-19 challenges
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GLOBAL FISH ECONOMY
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Enthusiastic reopening of restaurants in Europe  

The successful vaccination campaign in Europe led to the reopening of restaurants. As a result, 

demand for bivalves increased greatly. Prices of this product, which normally are rather stable, 

went up in all outlets, including the retail sector. However, after this euphoric period, there are some 

worrying signs for the future. France’s decision to allow restaurant visits only with the Green Pass in 

August, that is for people who have been vaccinated, have recovered from COVID-19 or have done 

a COVID-19 free test, create problems for the restaurant trade, which in turn will impact the bivalve 

sector. 

Brexit impacts bivalve trade in Europe
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World imports/exports of scallops�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)  

2019 2020 2021

Imports
China

United States of America

France

Other countries

Exports
China

Peru

France

Other countries

Total

Total

7.8

3.5

3.0

16.2

30.6

7.2

2.0

1.9

11.4

22.7

7.3

1.8

1.2

9.2

19.5

9.3

3.2

2.2

8.7

23.5

4.3

4.3

2.6

14.8

26.1

7.6

6.6

3.3

18.0

35.6

Source: Trade Data Monitor.

World imports/exports of oysters�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)  

2019 2020 2021

Imports
United States of America

France

Hong Kong

Other countries

Exports
France

China

Republic of Korea

Other countries

2.6

2.1

1.8

7.9

14.6Total

Total

2.0

1.8

1.4

9.0

14.4

2.3

1.1

0.9

6.6

11.1

2.9

1.6

1.3

6.7

12.6

2.8

1.1

2.8

8.9

15.7

1.9

1.4

2.1

6.9

12.6

Source: TDM

World imports/exports of mussels�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)  

2019 2020 2021

Imports
France

United States of America

Italy

Other countries

Exports
Chile

Spain

Netherlands

Other countries

22.8

13.2

8.9

24.8

69.8Total

Total

15.1

8.3

12.6

34.9

71.1

11.9

9.0

8.3

35.4

64.8

14.1

8.0

6.8

34.6

63.6

20.8

16.4

11.6

33.7

82.6

22.5

14.1

9.5

29.5

75.7

Source: TDM.

World imports/exports of clams
 cockles and ark shell�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)  

2019 2020 2021

Imports
Japan

Republic of Korea

Spain

Other countries

Exports
China

Republic of Korea

Italy

Other countries

Total

Total

21.5

14.4

8.1

26.8

70.9

42.2

1.4

2.1

19.3

65.1

38.5

1.7

1.7

18.0

60.0

36.3

3.0

2.6

17.1

59.2

20.9

12.0

7.8

26.4

67.2

18.4

11.2

9.6

27.3

66.8

Source: TDM.
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Chile | Exports | Mussels
Top three destinations
Unit: 1 000 tonnes, January-March

United States of America Spain
Russian Federation Other countries
Total exports

Source: Chile National Customs Office
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Top three origins
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Octopus supplies tighter, squid looking better 

Supplies of octopus may become tighter during the summer, as Morocco has reduced the 

quota by 2 000 tonnes. Demand is rising as European countries are reopening and tourism 
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Crab trade rebounding strongly  

After a dismal 2020, the crab sector now appears to be bouncing back very strongly. Trade 
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rising. The spring season for king and snow crab has drawn to an end, with relatively good 

results. With demand building, this means the supply situation may be tight and prices will 

rise further. 
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2021 compared to the same period in 2020. China registered an impressive 60.1 percent 

growth in imports, and the United States of America grew by 11.5 percent. However, Korean 

imports fell by 15.5 percent.
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FISHMEAL & FISH OIL

Source: IFFO�
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FISHMEAL & FISH OIL

Source: Peru S�����cs O�ce - SUNAT
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FISHMEAL & FISH OIL

Source: Chi	� Cus�o�s, es����es
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Increasing supplies in 2021, but lower quotas in 2022  

While the supply outlook for 2021 is positive, one must expect lower supplies of major 
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subside, demand is growing and trade is set to increase, although there are still some 

challenges facing the industry, especially logistic problems in China.  
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Source: Chi	� Cus�o�s, es����es.

China | Exports | Cod | Frozen fillets
Top three destinations
Unit: 1 000 tonnes, January-March
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China | Imports | Cod | Frozen whole
Top three origins
Unit: 1 000 tonnes, January-March
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As the world is slowly returning to (almost) normal after the COVID-19 pandemic, the outlook 

for the lobster industry is improving. Sales through the restaurant sector are picking up 

again, and prices, which fell during the pandemic, are now expected to rise. 

Supplies
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United States of America imports/exports of lobster 
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

Imports
Canada

Honduras

Nicaragua

Other countries

Exports
China

Canada

Hong Kong SAR

Other countries

Source: �������������
Total

Total

7.1

0.3

0.3

0.9

8.7

7.2

0.4

0.3

0.9

9.0

6.9

0.4

0.3

0.9

8.7

0.6

0.5

0.3

1.2

2.7

1.2

0.7

0.6

2.3

5.0

1.5

0.4

0.3

0.9

3.4

World imports/exports of lobster 
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

Imports

China

United States of America 

�������Hong Kong����

Other countries

Exports
Canada

United States of America

Australia

Other countries

Source: �������������
Total

Total

12.5

8.7

1.7

10.2

33.2

8.2

9.0

0.8

8.5

26.6

11.4

8.7

1.8

8.4

30.4

13.9

2.7

1.6

7.2

25.5

16.3

5.0

3.5

9.0

33.9

16.9

3.4

1.8

6.9

29.1
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Demand for pangasius is returning to pre-pandemic levels in major markets. There has 

been strong growth in the US market, while Chinese demand is returning to previous 

years. Foodservice is a key market for pangasius, and as such recovery has been largely 

dependent on its reopening in different regions. EU demand is sluggish, contributing to the 

further expansion of pangasius into alternative markets.
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SALMON

Frenzied early year harvesting sets up tight supply for remainder of 
2021

As vaccination rates continue to rise across the globe, revitalized retail demand has been 

supplemented by the return of foodservice. Salmon farmers have responded by sharply 

increasing harvesting early in the year, but this will leave biomasses lower than expected 

with the peak of demand recovery likely still to come. 
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Other farmed salmonids
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(1 000 tonnes)

2017 2018 2019*

��������
�����
Norway

Chile

United Kingdom

Other countries

Total

1 237

614

190

320

2 361

2020*

1 360

805

181

367

2 713

1 368

746

194

321

2 629

2021*

1 405

724

186

381

2 696

Source: FAO (un
� 2018), *es
mate�

1 285

677

162

330

2 454
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United States of America imports/exports of salmon�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)  

201� 20!" 202#

Imports
Chile

Norway

Canada

Other countries

Exports
Canada

Chile

Faroe Islands

Other countries

Total

Total

32.0

4.5

1.4

3.0

41.0

16.1

2.6

3.2

9.9

31.9

14.6

4.9

3.1

8.0

30.7

19.5

5.0

2.8

7.0

34.4

33.4

4.5

1.6

3.6

43.2

38.2

6.3

1.4

3.8

49.9

Source: TDM.
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@shutterstock/ slowmotiongliSource: Chile N��o	�l Cus�o�s O�ce.
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Japan imports of salmon, frozen whole�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

Imports
Chile

��������	
�
��
��

New Zealand

���
���������
�

�����

54.4

6.0

������0

1.3

61.8

40.5

6.3

������"

3.3

50.3

9.0

53.6

2.8

0.2

0.5

57.3
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Source: Euros����
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Fresh whole
Top three destinations
Unit: 1 000 tonnes, January-March
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Bass and Bream market on the road to recovery

Following a rocky 2020 the bass and bream sector appears to be on the road to recovery. 

Reduced production of bass is expected to restrict supply, while bream supply will increase 

slightly. Reduced hospitality consumption is having a pronounced impact on demand.
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Top global producers of seabass (1 000 tonnes)

Producers
Turkey

Greece

Egypt

Spain

Italy

����
�

France

Others

Refers to European seabass only��
Source: ������	�����������!�����������

Total

2016
80.8

42.8

24.8

23.5

7.2

5.3

5.0

8.1

197.6

2017
100.0

44.5

31.1

18.3

7.0

5.6

4.9

9.7

221.1

2018
115.0

45.0

31.0

17.0

7.0

6.2

5.0

9.5

235.7

2019
125.0

47.0

32.0

17.0

7.0

6.4

5.0

8.8

248.2

2020
112.0

42.0

30.0

11.5

7.0

6.0

5.0

8.8

222.3

Top global producers of seabream (1 000 tonnes)

Producers
Turkey

Greece

Egypt

Tunisia

Spain

Italy

Others

Refers to Gilthead bream only��
Source: ������	�����������!�����������

Total

2016
58.7

50.0

27.6

16.0

13.5

8.5

24.3

198.6

2017
61.7

56.3

36.3

20.1

18.2

8.7

28.6

229.9

2018
72.0

61.0

36.0

19.0

18.9

9.5

29.5

245.9

2019
71.0

61.0

34.0

18.0

18.5

8.5

28.5

239.5

2020
69.0

68.0

35.0

18.5

13.0

9.5

30.0

243.0

Turkey exports of seabass, fresh or chilled�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

Imports
Italy 

United Kingdom

United States of America

Other countries

Total

1.6

0.9

1.0

7.8

11.4

1.8

0.7

1.0

7.8

11.5

9.0

1.5

1.3

1.0

6.9

10.8
©unsplash/carboonell

Source: Euros����
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Source: ISTAT - N��o	�l Ins��u�e of S���s�cs.
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Summer demand remains strong in the United States of America 
and Europe 
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slowed down in China but remained strong in the western markets. Supported by stable 
production and improved export processing facilities, Ecuador increased trade to the existing 
and emerging markets during this period. Unfortunately, the industry in India continues to 
suffer from the COVID-19 crisis that impacted the entire supply chain. Meanwhile, Viet Nam 
and Indonesia improved exports through stable supply and value-added products.         
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World top exporters of shrimp
January - March (1 000 tonnes)

2020 2021 % change
2021/20

Ecuador

India

Viet Nam*

Indonesia

China 

Thailand

��$
�
��

Malaysia 

167.0

120.9

66.2

55.3

28.5

35.5

28.9

9.8

168.2

133.7

73.8

62.1

35.0

32.0

29.5

14.2

2019

140.3

125.6

62.9

45.7

36.6

38.4

33.1

9.6

+0.71

+10.5

+11.5

+12.1

+23.0

-9.8

+1.9

+45.3

Source: "���	��������
&��
'�<=>�?�
���
�������$�������������
�����������
��  

India exports of shrimp
January - March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)  

2019 2020 2021

Exports
United States of America�

China

Viet�&am

Other countries
Total

33.3

13.9

5.0

25.8

78.1

38.5

9.0

3.8

31.8

83.2

38.0

6.8

5.7

29.4

80.1

Source: TDM.

China imports/exports of shrimp
January - March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)  

2019 2020 2021

Imports
Ecuador

India

Malaysia

Other countries

Exports
Japan

China, Hong Kong SAR

United States of America

Other countries

6.5

3.6

3.2

21.5

35.0

Source: #$�	��#������
����������
Total

Total

48.1

24.7

2.1

63.0

138.1

88.6

24.9

6.5

56.7

176.8

92.0

17.5

7.4

31.7

148.7

4.9

3.3

4.8

23.4

36.5

5.6

2.7

3.9

16.1

28.4

World top importers of shrimp
January - March (1 000 tonnes)

2020 2021 % change
2021/20

172.1

176.8

(**199)

168.9

46.7

12.5

18.2

14.9

11.0

180.7

148.7

(**169)

185.9

46.6

21.2

20.6

14.4

14.0

+5.6

-15.9

(**-15.0)

+10.1

-0.1

+70.2

+13.3

-3.1

+33.0

Source: "���	���������
&��
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�������$�������������
�����������
��  
<==>���������$��
�
���
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[�
��&��������$��\���
������
�

2019

157.5

138.1

(**168)

146.3

44.1

10.3

21.3

11.1

51. 8
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European Union imports/exports of shrimp
January - March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)  

2019 2020 2021

Imports
Ecuador

Greenland

India

Other countries

Total

Total

19.1

12.9

12.8

112.5

157.5

25.4

15.7

15.8

115.0

172.0

26.6

18.2

16.1

119.7

180.7

Exports
Germany

Italy

Morocco

Other countries

Total

10.1

5.2

6.9

52.1

74.5

12.2

5.3

8.0

56.7

82.4

11.1

7.4

7.1

54.0

79.9

Source: TDM.
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Asia: B/tiger, 
HL, 21/25

Asia: Vannamei, easy-peel, HL, 
31/40
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Top three origins
Unit: 1 000 tonnes, January-March
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Top three origins
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Top three destinations
Unit: 1 000 tonnes, January-March
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Volatile international trade  
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Shipments to China have been declining and instead gone up to the Republic of Korea and Japan. 

Moreover, Nigeria is once again active in the market. Supplies of herring may remain tight, while 

mackerel might be a little more abundant. 

Mackerel
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Herring

3�
��	�
�	���
	���*
�	�����
����
�)!��
����
	�
����
��
��$�*)�'�
!�
����������
���	"��	�����
������	"�
��
����������
���	
��	��
��	"�5
�����%���
�"�������
��
���
�����
���
���	"����
��

	��	��
���	"��	�
�
�
	��5
���(���
��������
�5
�������
�	
���

	��	5����"
��
������
	���	���
���
���(��	���
������
	��
��	�
��X�X������

	��
�
��
����
���
�
����

3�
� �*)�������������
� �
���X����
���	"������� ���V������� �
		
�(������� �������
��
	���
�
����
� 
�X�X������
���
���
��
"��	�����	"Q����	�	"��
���	"(� ��
�
��������
��

	� �
���
������
	����	�
�
�XX��~��XX�(�������
�����	"���
����
�����
����
���
���
�������
�����
���	������
�

�
��
"��	�
��
���� �
�����������
�� �����
�����
���
���	"�\�
��� �	��
��
"��	����
����
�
�
� ��
�����
��"���
���	�
�0/����
�������	
��"
��
����
���"

���������K����
���
���	�
�����
����
�����	"��%��
����
�

	��
��-�5(���
�6

���������"�����
����X��
��
	��
����
��XV�V����
		
�\�
����%����
����
����
��	�
�X�X(�
	�5����
��
	��
����
��X�X�\�
���
����V������
		
�������

	����"����%��
���	"��
��
�
���(�
��
��
���	"� ��� �
�����
�5��������	��	
���
�5� �����&���
����
�"

�(� ��
�"�#���
��"
�����Q��	������
�
������/���X���
���"(��
����
���
���/�������
���"��	��X�X��%���
����
�������������
���
������	�
�
	������
	��

&

����	��	"���	���
��
�����
���
���	"����
�5��
��������
��
��
��
��
����
��
��
�
������
	�5���
��� 
�X��
��
	��
����
��
��
"��	�\�
���������
���	�
�������5
����3�
�
���

���
������
�
�
�
��
�����
���"
�

���
���	"��
������	��
	������
	��

+����
�������5�
���
���	"��
������	��
	������
	��	�����
����
�����
	��	��
���5�����
�
������
����
�����	�
���5����5��3�
��
���	"���4
������	���
���	"
�
������~��XX�"����
�(��	���
��	�������

	�
�
��
�����	�������
���&���
���	���
�������

��
�����5���
��"
����/���VX��
���"(�����
���
���
��"
�
����
������
����
����
��	��X�X��������"���5���"�
�������/����V��
���"�
 
����	"� ��
� ����� ���

� �
	���� 
�� �X��(� �
��
"��	� 
!�
���� 
�� ��
�
� ��
4
	� �
���	"� �	��
��
�� �5� 
������
��
	���
�����X���
		
��������
	����
���
����"
�������
�(���"
���(���
������5�
�
��VXX��
��
	��
�
���������
		
�(���
������X��
		
������	"���
����
��
��
���	��X�X��)!�
�����
���"
������
���"��5�
�
�����
(��
�������	�
!��
�
��	��
��
����	
���	�������)!�
�����
���
��
�
	�����"
�������
�(�)"5��(�
�
����5��X��
��
	���
��X��X���
		
��

1�����	� 
!�
���� 
�� ��
�
� ��
4
	� �
���	"� �	��
��
�� ������5� ����	"� ��
� ����� \����
�� 
�� �X��(� ��� 
������
��
	���
����
���
���
������\����
��
���X�X(��
���������
		
��������
	����
���"
�����
	����
��
	
���	"��	��X�X��
����X����
		
���	��X��(�����
������
	����
���
�1
�������
��/
�
���	��
��
���5�
�����
��
	���
���������
		
���

Capelin

��
��	�����
��
��������
������	"����
��	������
�
	��
���
�����5(�����
��
��
"��	��
��
�������	"��	�
��
��	�������
��������
��	������
�������	"��5�����
�����5��X����3�
��
�������
��	�\�
����
���X���
�����
���������VXX��
		
�(�
����������
��	��"
�������V���
		
�(��	���
���5�����X���
		
���3�
�
�
��
"��	���������
����
���\�
����5�����
�����5(�������
��������5�$�

��
	�
	�'������������
�����	
��
�����"������
���
���%���	�����
����
	���
������
��
	���

��
	�
	��
��������K5����Q%����(���
��	��
�������"�������XX��
		
��
����
���\�
����



 

GLOBEFISH Highlights | July 201947 GLOBEFISH HIGHLIGHTS | 3rd issue 2021

�-%++�&)+%Y�*�

*��
��	�������
����
���	"��	�"�
���	���
���
	���
��
����
���
���5(��	���
��
�5�	
�������
�����
��
��

���
�
��
	���(����
��	������

	�
��
��
����
	"���
��
���(��	������
��������

��
	�������������
�
�������
�����5(����
���	"��
�
��
��
����*
��������
��

��	"�
	����
��	(��	�����"
���
�	���
�����
��	�
�	���
��
"�
	������������	"��
�
��
���������	
��	
�������������
��	����
��
��
���	���������"
���
�	���
������
����-�5�

Anchovy

�	�%����(� ��
�&
�����	�-�	����5�
��&�
�����
	�$&�
���
'��
�� ��
�\�
����
�� ��
�������	��
�5��
��
	�
������������
	��
		
���3�����������
��
	����"�
�����	���
��X�X�\�
���
������V������
	��
		
�(��	�� 
����
��
	����"�
�����	���
��X���\�
�����
�
�
�(���������X��
��
	���
�
�����	���
�\�
���
�����������
	�
�
		
���
����
��
�
	���
��
	��	��X�X�

&�
���
����
��
����\�
����
���	��
��
���
�����
�������	��
	������
	�
����X�XXX��
		
���
���X����
3���������������������
	�
����
��
����\�
���

&
�����	�����
����
���������	
���������
5���"����
���
���
�\�
��������
�
���������"����
�
	�
�
��
���
	��
������	���
������
����
�
�
�(��
����(����
	��
���������	
��
!�

�
�����~��V��
��
	���K5���
�
�
"�		�	"�
�����5(�&
�����	��
��
���������	�
����V�������
	��
		
��
������
��
	��
����
��
����\�
���
�	���
�	
���Q�
	��������
����%����
�
	��
����	
(���
�����
����
���		
�	�
����
�������
����
��
�
	��
�	��
�5��
��
	��	���
��
�	��5����
���
�	�4
	
��3�
�3%*�����
������X��XXX��
		
���3�
��
��
	������
��	���
�����5����
�"���
�
��
���

Outlook

%�� ��
� �
����%���	���� �
��

�� �
���� �	� ��	
(� �
��

�� �	��5���� 
!�
��� �� ��
�� �	� �
���� �����
�(�
�
��
��	"��	��
��
����	��	"���	��X�X(���
	���
�"�
���������5�
���������
��"�����	��
��
���5��
�
�
���
��
	���
���
����X��������
	��
		
���3�����	��
��
���������
�����	�5��5������"
����
��	�&
�����
�	��
�5������
�(��	���	��	��
��
��	�����
�
����	��	"��������
��
�����������
��"�����	��	"�(�����
�
����
��
	�������
���
�����
	��
�����
����	������
��(�����
��
	���
���	��
�5��������	����
����X�
�
��
	��
�� ��
����
������	"��������
	���
���
�����
	�����
�
����
����
��������
��"�����
���	
���
�
����	��
	������
	(�����X�XXXQ�
		
��
���	
��	���	��	"�����
!�
��
�(��
���5��
�
������
�
���	��
���
������	"�\�
����

������
��
���
���	"���5��
�
�
���"��������5
��(��	����
��
�����
��������������
���	���
�	
�����	�
��
�����
����
�
�����
������
�
�(�������
����
�����
��
�
����	��	����
���
���5��	����
����

�
����	��(�����
�0/��	����
�)0�������
����5��
���"��
���&���
����
�
!�
��
���
��
���	������
(���
�"��

%	��
�5�������
���
���
�����
����	������
��� �	�����5��	��
����%�
�������
�
!�
��
���
��
�"

���
&
�����3%*��
����
�������
��
	�������"���%��
�5��������
���
	�
����
�\�
���������
���
���
������	�
�
	������
	(��	��������
�����
�����5��
��	��
��
������
��	���
������	��
	������
	����"�
��	"�
�	���
��
"�
	��
 

 



GLOBEFISH Highlights | July 2019 48GLOBEFISH HIGHLIGHTS | 3rd issue 2021

�-%++�&)+%Y�*�

©shutterstock/ Nonchanon

Source: Euros����

0

4

8

12

16

0

3

6

9

12

2019 2020 2021

Germany| Imports | Herring| 
Prepared/preserved
Top three origins
Unit: 1 000 tonnes, January-March

Poland Denmark
Lithuania Other countries
Total imports

Source: Chi	� Cus�o�s, es����es

China | Imports | Mackerel | Frozen 
whole
Top three origins
Unit: 1 000 tonnes, January-March

Norway Japan
New Zealand Other countries
Total imports

0

20

40

60

80

0

10

20

30

40

2019 2020 2021

Source: Feder�l Cus�o�s Service of Russi�

0

15

30

45

60

0

10

20

30

40

2019 2020 2021

Russian Federation | Exports | Herring | 
Frozen whole
Top three destinations
Unit: 1 000 tonnes, January-March

Nigeria Republic of Korea
Cote d'Ivoire Other countries
Total exports

Norway exports of frozen whole small pelagics�
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Export prices
Frozen herring: Norway

Source: Norwegi�	 Se�food Co�	cil.
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High costs and tariffs drag on US-China tilapia trade

Although the global tilapia sector has weathered the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
relatively well, there are other challenges affecting the industry. Among these are the high 
logistical costs resulting from a worldwide container shortage and the reinstatement of tariffs 
on US imports of Chinese tilapia.
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<������=����
������������������
�������#���$������������
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

���#���������
China

Taiwan (Province of China)

Thailand

Other countries

Total

4.5

1.8

0.3

0.3

6.9

6.5

2.8

0.1

0.3

9.7

5.9

2.6

0.2

0.3

9.0

Source: TDM.

United States of America imports of fresh or chilled 
�������>����

���������	�March 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

���
�������������>����

Honduras

Colombia

Mexico

Other countries

Total

1.9

1.5

0.5

1.7

5.6

1.9

1.7

0.4

1.5

5.6

2.3

1.7

1.1

1.0

6.1

Source: TDM.

<������=����
������������������
�������#����������>����
�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

���#���>����

China

Indonesia

Honduras

Other countries

Total

18.5

1.7

0.3

1.4

21.9

23.0

1.7

0.5

1.2

26.4

22.3

1.7

0.4

1.1

25.4

Source: TDM.

?�����������
��������������#���$�����
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

���#���������
Cote d'Ivoire

Burkina Faso

Mali

Other countries

Total

4.5

1.4

0.5

16.9

23.3

4.2

2.3

0.7

9.5

16.7

5.0

0.8

0.7

7.3

13.9

Source: TDM.
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Global demand for canned tuna weakened in 2021  
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slow demand for end products in the major markets. Demand for non-canned tuna continues 
to be sluggish in Japan and in the United States of America but improved in Europe and 
South East Asia.  
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Raw Material Imports
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Fresh and frozen tuna market (non-canned) 
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United States of America
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European Union imports of canned and preserved tuna�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

Canned/preserved tuna

Source: TDM.

Ecuador

China

Spain

Other countries

Total imports

30.7

22.7

22.3

95.2

171.1

35.7

33.3

25.6

121.3

216.0

26.7

26.5

25.8

98.7

177.8

Thailand exports of prepared and preserved tuna�
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

Prepared/preserved tuna
22.8

11.0

7.9

86.2

128.1

Source: TDM.

United States of America 

Egypt

Japan

Other countries

Total imports

32.2

11.8

9.1

80.6

134.0

27.5

19.4

9.6

70.9

127.5

World top importers of canned/processed tuna
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

20!" 202# % change
2020/19

216.1

53.6

24.3

13.7

14.4

11.4

10.7

177.9

56.4

18.6

15.4

15.1

14.3

11.2

-17.7

5.2

-23.3

12.9

5.2

25

6
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World top exporters of canned/processed tuna
��������	�March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2020 2021 % change
2021/20

Thailand

Ecuador

Philippines 

Spain

China

Netherlands 

Indonesia 

Source: "���	��������

134

58.5

22.6

25.8

18.8

17.4

22.6

127.6

60.4

23.3

22.1

22

18.9

16.7

2019

128.2

54.4

18.7

25.8

24.4

15.2

19

-4.8

3.2

3.3

-14.3

17.1

8.5

-25.9
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Japan imports of fresh and frozen tuna
January - March, 2019 - 2021 (1 000 tonnes)

2019 2020 2021

Product group
Fresh tuna

Frozen tuna
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�

�����

2 887

31 880

12 697

47 464

1 918

40 915

11 645

54 478

1 772

29 762

14 404

45 938

Source: TDM.
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Imports 
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Welcome to the new section “Meet the Expert”.
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Audun Lem – Interview Summary  
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the world that provides global statistics for production, catches, agricultural production, and also 
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provides up-to-date market information, price information for a number of very important products 

in international trade. It provides analysis on trade trends, on markets, consumption trades in all 
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of information. But market access is more than information on products and prices, GLOBEFISH is 

also doing the excellent role in providing information on input requirements -what to do in order to be 

able to export to the most important input markets in the world. 
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http://www.fao.org/in-action/globefish/meet-the-expert/2021/meet-the-experts-one/en/
mailto:globefish@fao.org
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